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1. Name of Property
historic name Peace, .John .Ir., House
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number Qtatre Road 16727 nlLal not for publication
city, town Wi 1+on [ <] vicinity
state Nprth Carolina  code NC county Granville code (77 zip code 97525
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
@ private ] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-local [x] district 1 1 buildings
[ 1public-State [ ]site 2 sites
] public-Federal D structure structures

I:] object objects

3 1  Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resourcesd)reviously
Historic and Architectural Resources of Granville listed in the National Register
County, North Carolina

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
@ nomination [_| request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Pant 60.

In my ggidiop 'e propepty Fﬁp [ Jd8es not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
I\¥{ & . e, /A" /-29 - 8?

Signature of certifying official / Date
State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

[ lentered in the National Register.
DSee continuation sheet.

[ ]determined eligible for the National
Register. []see continuation sheet.

[ ]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ ]removed from the National Register.
[:I other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

Aericul ture/Subsistence

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

Agriculture/Subsistence

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Georegian
O

Qther: transitional Geargian/Federal

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone
walls weatherboard
roof asphalt
other wood
stone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

&]See continuation sheet
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Exceptional in both size and form, a massive chimrmey ~ built
of  a friable storne known locally as "gray rock! — domivates  the
John Feace Jr. House. Visible across conmtributing pastures and
fields from +the two unpaved roads that pass rnear the property,
the chimrney rises almost as a natuwal ocutgrowth from the storne-
laced hill uporn which the house is built. The inmtact Georgian
and transitional Georgian/Federal style dwelling is one of  the

rldest properties in Grarnville County, probably built in 1801 as
a carved chimney stome sugpests, and from its chimmey to its plan
to  its shape it is onme of the county’s most urusually configured
properties.

The mortised and ternored, three—bay wide house is ore-staory-—
and—-a—loft  tall and uwrusually wmarrow and deep  for a  local
dwelling. It is lit by rnine-over-nine windows at its first floor

and fouwr—over—Ffour windows at its attic. Its steeply pitched,
flush pable end roof sweeps down, with only a slight kRick, over
arn  oripgirnal one—-bay shed yoom and engaged two—bay porch at the
fromt - the posts of which have been replaced — and over a later
added shed ell at the rear. This shed—-marked form is akin  to
that of eighteenth and rnirneteenth certury dwellirigs built ivi
North Carolina’s  eastern FPiedmont and coastal plain. It is

little found in Granville County during the plantation and bright
leaf eras, wher front porches were commonly left open and rear
rooms were contained in ells, rnot sheds.

But for the flush-sheathing and three-part swrrounds of the
front poveh bays, the exterioe of the weatherboarded dwellivwg is

simply firnished. Its decorative glory is  its  chimney. Laid
bottom to top iv storne, the chimmey is double-shouldered and
exceptiomally broad. Like the accompanying store fouwndation, it

was chiseled from the rocky dome upon which the house was raised.
South of the chimrney, a bit down the hill, stands an immaculately
maintained Ffamily cemetery. More than a dozen stome markers of
the Jenkins, Holmes and Strother families stand withinm its fewrce.
The earliest — that of Dr. Joseph R, Jerkins (1830—-1835€¢6) -
predates the Civil War., The most recent markers are those of
Farmie Gibbons Jerkins (1873-13267) and her brother, Jaseph Feace
Jerkins (1872-1930), whose wmame shows a continuity of family
rnames stretching back to that of the property’s earliest known
DWW . The property also retains a non—ocomtributing, twentieth
centuwry, frame barn.

The plan of the house is uwunigue iv the county. The twao
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privcipal rooms, a fromt parlor and rear roonm, are arranged back

to back at the house’s south or chimmey end. A boxed stair runs
along  the worth wall of the fromt parlor and a small  bedroom
operns aff the worth side of the rear room. The house has no
hall. The fronmt parlor — the house's largest yoom — and the two
back POOmS are adorrned  with Georgian and tranmsitional
Georpgian/Federal style flush—-sheathed wainscoting and raised,
six—parnel doomrs set in three—-part surrounds. Argled corner
hearths, feeding off the siwgle massive chimney, serve the parlor
and the room to its rear. Their ocriginal or early mantels are

simply finished, befitting the basically modest rnatuwre of  the
dwelling.



8. Statement of Significance
Cenrtifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

D nationally [ ]statewide [X]locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]A [_|B [X]c [ ]D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ B [ Jc [Jp [ Je [JF [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture circa 1801-1865 circa 1801
Agricul ture

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[X] see continuation sheet
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Its massive chimmey and substartial foundatior orgamically
rising from the rock-crowned hill uporn which it stands, the John
Feace Jr. House is significanmt as orne of Granville County’s

omldest and most unusually fashiorned properties. (See associated
Froperty Type 1 - Georgian and Federal 8tyle Dwellirngs) The
house is  also  historically significant as a rare, early,
surviving example of the dwelling of a modest planter. (See
associated Historice Comtext 1 — FPlantation Era, 1746-1863%) It is

notable  for its shape, plar, firmish and strikivg chimney. Its
Yiaryrow, deep, shed—accented form, marked at its front facade by
flush—-sheathing and Georpgian style three—-part sworounds, is
reminiscent of architecture to the east rather tharn that commonly
found locally. Its two—rocom deep and broad  interior, which
ineludes intact Georgian and tramsitiornal Beorgian/Federal style
three—-part suwrounds and raised six—panel doors, is also urusual
for the county. Arnd most rnoteworthy and moticeable is its broad,
double—-shouldered chimney, which is built out of the same stone,
krowrn locally as "gray »ock, " that crops out upon the Rill  on
which the house and its pastures and fields stand. Carved intao
arn immerse stome at eye level of the chimmey is the legend
"Thomas Collier 1801." Who Collier was is rnot krnown - possibly
the stone mason  — but  the 1801 date is a plausible date of
construction for the Georgian style dwelling. The house’s period
of  sigrnificance does not extend beyord 1865, the end of the
plantation era, because there are no buildings o structures
remainivng on its grounds that relate to its use in the post-Civil
War  years as a bright leaf tobacco farm. A rnom-comtributing,
detericrated, twentieth century barnm stands to the east of the

howse.

A comstruction date of 1801 indicates that the house was rnot
built by its earliest krnown owner, Josiah Feace (1730-1864), who
was only 11 at the time. Whz the original owner was, and  how
Feace acqguired the property, is wmot krnown. A 1776 deed [Deed
Rook L, Page 601 ir which a John Peace, Jr. (1743-18&1) purchased
223 acres of land on Fort Creek for 50 pounds may well encompass
the land upor which the house was erected. The two Feaces were
inm all likelihood related — the census of 1790 shows omly four
Peaces (Johwn, Jr., John, Sr., Joseph and Joseph, Sr.) living in
the area - but their exact relaticnship is rnot  known  and  rno
records survive of any transfer of property between the two.

The prosperity of Josiah matched the mnature of the modestly
refined dwelling, for he was the owrner of six slaves at  the
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takinmg of the 1840 federal cersus and of tenm a decade later.
Though passed through different branches of the family, the house
is still owrned by descendants of Peace. Josiah left the house
followivg his death in 1864 [Will RBook 22, Fagpe 1771 to his
sister, Rosa Jenkins (1804-1881), and in 1209 descendant Sarah E.
R. Jerkins willed it to her niece, Eurnice Jenkins (d. 1974), and
her husbawnd, Lucius Strather [Will Book 235, Fage 3781. They
transferred it to their son, Verrorm,  who in twen transferred it
to his sorny its present owner, E.V. Strother, Jr. Though rnovne of
the plantation era ocwners are buried oo the property, the
contributing private cemetery does conmtain the remains of a
mumber of members of the Jerkins family.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Granville County Wills. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

Interview with E. V. Strother, August, 1986.

Research conducted by Catherine Bishir. Located in Peace House file on record at the
Survey and Planning Branch of the Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, N.C.

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at the Richard H. Thornton Public
Library, Oxford, N.C.

[ ]see continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [X] state historic preservation office
[:]previously listed in the National Register [:]Other State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register D Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark DLocal government
[ Jrecorded by Historic American Buildings ] University
Survey # [_Jother
[ Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

UTM References
NS I I O R B B T T A 3 S I A T RO B VI R

|
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

(o2 VIR I N T T I O T A o1 ST I I T R I R B

[;] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

K] see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

@See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Marvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian
ordakpaidn le County-Oxford Historic Survey date _8/18/87

street & number __P.0. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office }elephone __919-693-1491

city or town Oxford state ___N.C. zip code 27565
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UTM REFERENCES

Zone Easting Nt hing

A 17 723390 4003610
R 17 73040 40O03600
C 17 TEIOI0 L4OO3340
D 17 723190 4QQ3300
E 17 TE3330 4003440

VEREAL EROUNDARY DESCRIFTION

Eegivming at point Ax 17 723390 400610 on the polygon, alorng
the west side of State Road 1627, continuing in & straight lirne
due west approximately 1300 feet to podint B 17 723040 4003600 on
the polygon at the south side of the stream. Cortirming in &
straight lirme due south approximately 900 feet to point C: 17
TEIOZ0 4003340 oon the polygon where the field clearing meets the
tree lirne. Comtinuing in a straight lire southeast approximately
925 feet, alocnpg the edge of the woods, to poivt D 17 783190
4003300 o the polygor, where the tree line meets the west side
of  State Road 1627. Comtivaing vorth along the west side of
State Road 1627 approximately 1425 feet to the point of origin.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Approximately 21 acres that include the dwelling, cemetery
and  swrounding Fields that have been historically asscciated
with the property, maintairn historic integrity, and convey the
property’s historic setting are being rominated for the Natiornal,
Register. The remaining acreage has beern excluded because it is
predominately woodland and is rnio lovger used foorr farm produoction.
I this rcase the land use has substantially charged so that it
rix longer  conmtributes to the historic  integrity or historic
sigrnificarnce of the praperty as a plantaticn era farm.
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The yvortherwn  boundary from UTM points A to B includes the
dwelling and farm clearing to its south and excludes property
that falls outside of the ocwrner’s praperty line to its  rnorth.
The westerv boundary from UTHM Points B to C includes the dwelling
and farm clearing to its east and excludes woodland to its  west.
The southern houndary from  UTM points € to D includes  the
dwelling and fields to its worth and excludes larnd rnot cwrned by
the owner to its south. The easterwm boundary from UTM points D to
A includes the dwelling, farm clearing and rnon-conmtributivng barn
to its west and excludes land mot owned by the owner to its east.
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